

SGT James Oneal Jacobs
Jim was drafted in 1967.  When he finished basic training and AIT, like so many others, he was sent to Vietnam.  He was assigned to the 173rd Airborne Brigade.  The brigade was the first major United States Army ground formation deployed to South Vietnam and it served there from 1965 to 1971 losing more than 1,500 soldiers.  While noted for its roles in Operation Hump and Operation Junction City, the 173rd is best known for the Battle of Dak To, where it suffered heavy casualties in close combat with North Vietnamese forces. Brigade members of the 173rd received over 7,700 decorations, including more than 6,000 Purple Hearts.  Injured in a mortar attack that also took the life of his dear friend, Jim was one of those Soldiers and was awarded the Purple Heart.  For his service and acts in Vietnam, Jim was also awarded the Bronze Star, a medal awarded to Servicemembers either for heroic achievement, heroic service, meritorious achievement or meritorious service in a combat zone, and the Combat Infantry Badge, a badge that denotes this Veteran has faced the enemy and served admirably.  Jim was discharged Honorably in March of 69, having served just under two years.  He achieved the rank of SGT, and in addition to the previously mentioned awards, he received the National Defense Service Medal, Vietnam Campaign Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, The Army Good Conduct Medal, and qualified as a sharpshooter with an M14 Rifle.
Jim was always proud of his service and loved his country.  He continued to advocate and promote awareness for Servicemembers long after he left the Military.  He served as Commander of American Legion Post 591 in Forney, and for nearly the past eight years he has been the Vice President of the Friends of Kaufman County Veterans Memorial Park Board.  This board is where our paths first crossed.  It was the first meeting I attended as the newly appointed Veterans Services Officer where I met Jim, also attending his first meeting.  When the meeting was over, I had been elected President and Jim the Vice President.  I remember after the meeting talking with him and telling him how I was a little nervous stepping into this role, and he assured me that I would do great things and he would be right there beside me to support me if I stumbled, something a Veteran is all too familiar with. The board was made of just five members then, today we are 7 strong, and Jim and I have been reelected to those positions throughout the past 8 years.  During that eight-year run, the board along with Kaufman County Veterans Services, conducted 7 Memorial Day Ceremonies, 6 Veterans Day Ceremonies, and 3 Wreaths Across America events, missing only the Covid year.  We lit the Vietnam Wall, something that resonated personally with Jim, had a POW Chair of Honor from Rolling Thunder placed, and we are currently working on a project to place a Pavilion for ceremonies in the park.  The board unanimously named Jim the Veteran of Honor for the Veterans Day Ceremony 2021 for his selfless service and endless contributions.  At the ceremony Jim, true to his humble self, brought every veteran up to the podium and had the audience applaud them.
In closing I would like to leave you with this poem by Robert Longley.
A HERO’S WELCOME 
Time to come home dear brother, your tour of duty through.
You’ve given as much as anyone could be expected to do.
Just a few steps further, the smoke will start to clear.
Others here will guide you, you have no need to fear.
You have not failed your brothers; you clearly gave it all.
And through your selfless actions, others will hear the call.
So, take your place of honor among those who have gone before
And know you will be remembered for now and ever more.


Thank you for everything my friend, I will see you again!  Robert Hunter
