	Mario Peña was born in California but made his way to Texas as soon as he could, which was in May 2015. He enlisted in the Marine Corps on 1 July 2010 but shipped off to Marine Corps Recruit Depot San Diego on 20 June 2011. Mario really enjoyed the Marine Corps; he was a great fit for the culture of achieving mission accomplishment. Although his family thought the Marine Corps may have been too hard for such a kind soul that he has, he proved them otherwise by excelling in the Marine Corps as a 6276 Crew Master on the KC130J Super Hercules.
	As a crew member of the KC130J, Mario was detached from the unit per the needs of the Marine Corps to fulfill the various global operational needs. These includes areas such as Norway, Mongolia, Philippines, Honduras, Belize, Brazil, various parts of Asia, other Central America locations and European sites. Mario Peña ended his service in the United States Marine Corps as a Sergeant. He is very proud of his achievements and would do it again if he could. He wishes to preserve the legacy of the US military and the Marine Corps, to keep their honor clean so that in the future when America sounds the call of duty that her citizens boldly answer the call.
	Mario Peña is currently enrolled at the University of North Texas for his Master of Business Administration for Organizational Behavioral and Human Resource Management. He has earned his BA Economics and BA History degrees from the University of North Texas. Mario has also contributed to the veteran community with his position as a Student-Peer Mentor in the Student Veteran Services Center. He continues to give back to his community through volunteering with over 3.5 years of service with Tarrant County Big Brothers Big Sisters of America.
