
Goodafternoongentlemenwarriors:

OnJune25,1950theUnitedStatesMilitaryandtheUnitedNationshadnoideajusthowover-whelmingtheNorthKoreanInvasionofSouthKoreawouldbe.Itwasatotalsurprisetotheentireworld.TheNorthKoreanMilitary"strucklikeacobra,"saidGeneralMacArthurandfromthattimeonthewarwascontinuousuntiltheceasefireorderwasissued.onthe27ofJuly1953.Manyexperiencescanbetoldconcerningeventsduringthattime,andthisismine.
MynameisGeraldG.Brown.Iam85yearsoldandwasborninEauClaire,Wisconsin.MywifeandIhaveresidedinTexasforapproximately40years..IgraduatedfromhighschoolonJune5.1950andonOctober21,1950leftforbasictrainingintheUnitedStatesAirForceatLacklandAirForceBase.

Uponcompletionofbasictraining,IwasassignedtoKesslerAirForceBasefortrainingasan
AC/WRadarOperator.AftercompletingtechschoolinFebruary1951,Iwasassignedtothe30*AirDivisionlocatedinMichigan,atOscodaAirForceBaseoriginallyandthenrelocated
tonewfacilitiesatPortAustin,Michigan.Rememberthecoldwarwason,andwemonitored
allaircraftthatenteredorleftourareawithafighterinterceptorwingasbackup.

However,onAugustof1952,anunusualrequestforseniorradaroperatorsfordutyinKorea
wasissued.Ivolunteeredalongwith9otherairmanfromthe30tandwearrivedinJapanon
December31,1952.WespentChristmasonatroopship,asadtimetobeawayfromhome.We
wereassignedtoJohnsonAirForceBasefortrainingasgroundtoair,aircraftcontrollersand
trainedintheartofGroundControlIntercept,includingflyinglessons.Upongraduation,all
tenofuswereassignedtoJapanorKoreanRadarsites.IdrewasiteinJapanandtothisdayI
donotknowwhereallmyclassmatesendedup.

Ispentatotalof20monthsthere.Andduringthewar,onduty24/7protectingourairspace
betweenKoreaandJapan.IalsomonitoredtheeveningbomberstringofB29'stoKorea.If
onehadmechanicalproblems,IascontrollerwouldvectortheB29offshoretothePacific
OceantolocateadropareafortheirbombloadandthenvectortheB29backtobase.Also,I
hadsomeairsearescuemissionsforA/CEscortServicetoTokyo.

AllAC/Wsiteswereconsideredonegroupw/noaddress.Sowhenonesitewasalertedallsites
werealerted.WewerealertedwhenbedcheckCharlieshoweduporotherenemyaircraft
threatenedournetwork.WehadJapaneseguardsonduty24/7andwhenthealertsounded.First
off,alllightswereturnedoff,youhadtodressifinbed,pickuphelmet,belt,rifle,andrunto
assignedlocations."UtterChaos"Ihadtoreporttoradaropsandeverytimetheguardwould
shout"Halto"asIwasrunningtoRadarops,andatthesametimeshoveabulletinhisweapon,
"Imeanyou",youwentfrom60to0,acompletestopinonesecond.Thenhewouldcomeout
ofthedarkness,checkyououtwithaflashlightandwithabigsmilesay,«OhSergeantBrown,
Sanok"everytime,andthereweremanytimes.

Becausewewereisolated,wehadtouseourowntransportationtotherailheadandononetrip
truckcoverhitatreelimbandthishugesnakefellintothetruckbed.Idon'teventhinkIneed

todiscussthateventwithyou.Itwasfrightfulyethilarious.


