Robert Tuner was born in Corsicana, Texas in his maternal grandparent's home on February 6, 1922. He was reared in Nacogdoches where he graduated from high school in the spring of 1939. He attended Stephen F. Austin University for one year and then transferred to The University of Texas in the fall 1940 where he majored in Mechanical Engineering.
	He received his degree in January 1943 and applied for a direction commission in the Navy. After a month or so of boot camp at Naval Air Station Corpus Christi, the commission was granted. As now an Ensign in the Navy, he was sent to California Institute of Technology for additional training in Aeronautical Engineering, and then to San Diego Naval Air Station for training in the aircraft engine maintenance shops and after that to the Lockheed factory in Burbank, California for a course on aircraft maintenance on the Hudson bomber. 
	So as an Ensign stuffed with all sorts of miscellaneous knowledge, he was qualified to be an assistant maintenance officer in a Naval aircraft squadron. On February 6, 1944, he was assigned to Utility Squadron Two, VJ-2, in Naval identification. This was a shore-based group with several types of aircraft. On the day of his assignment, the squadron was loaded aboard the jeep carrier Nahenta Bay at Alameda Naval Air Station for transport to Ford Island in Pearl Harbor for training. 
	The main purpose as a utility squadron was to tow arial targets for ship gunners and fighter aircraft to shoot at. This consisted of trailing a windsock at the end of a long 1/8-inch steel cable behind the towing aircraft. When the target was shot away, it was rapidly replaced with another sock, which was slid down the cable from the aircraft. In addition, the squadron did Dumbo missions, which are flying a PBY flying boat with carrier planes over long stretches of ocean in case one of the groups had to ditch at sea. VIP transport was also on the duties. 
	After a short stay at Pearl Harbor, VJ-2 transferred to the New Hebrides Islands. As the war progressed northward across the southwest Pacific so did it. From the Hebrides, the squadron moved to Pityilu Island in the Admiralty chain north of the Solomons. While there, a detachment was sent to Hollandia New Guinea. The final location was Samar Island in the Philippines. After 15 months at sea, VJ-2 was rotated back to NAS Seattle Washington. A few months after the return, the Bomb was dropped and VJ-2 was merged with VJ-7. By this time, I was a full Lieutenant and became the Squadron Engineering Officer. 
	After release from active duty, I returned to The University of Texas and in 1948 had earned both a BS and MS degrees in Aeronautical Engineering and was employed as an engineer at the Naval Ordnance Aerophysics Laboratory near Daingerfield, Texas. 
	Several of the engineers were former Naval officers and so a Reserve Unit was formed. I remained in this unit until February 1965, when I retired from the Naval Reserve. I was promoted to LCDR while in this unit. 
	While in the reserve, I was employed by General Dynamics Corp. that was the operating contractor of the Aerophysics Laboratory. The laboratory was engaged primarily in the aerodynamic design and testing of both air to air and ship to air anti-anticraft missiles both of which were utilized in the Vietnam War. Later I was involved in the design and testing of the F-16 Fighter and finally in the aerodynamics of the hovering system of the F-35. 
