July 18th, 1917 -- War Department mobilizes "T-Patchers"

On this day in 1917, the United States War Department issued orders mobilizing the
Thirty-sixth Infantry Division (known as the "Texas Division" or the "T-Patchers") at
Camp Bowie in Tarrant County. The division, initially composed mostly of Texas
National Guard troops, fought in World War | and again in World War Il. During the
latter conflict, one unit of the division, which became known as the "lost battalion,"
was captured at the fall of Java. The men of the battalion spent the war in Japanese
prison camps, and many died building the Burma Railroad. When the War
Department made national guard units available to the governors of the states in
1946, the Thirty-sixth Division was reactivated. The Thirty-sixth was called to active
duty during the Cuban Missile Crisis, but was eliminated by January 1968. In 1946
veterans of the unit founded the Thirty-sixth Division Association.
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July 18th, 1918 -- Texas soldier fights heroically in France

On this day in 1918, Daniel R. Edwards of Mooresville, Texas, accomplished feats of
valor near Soissons, France, that earned him the Medal of Honor. He was a member
of Company C, Third Machine Gun Battalion, First Division. After undergoing
treatment for battle wounds and suffering from a shattered arm, he crawled alone
into an enemy trench, where he killed four and took four prisoners. While he was
returning to his own lines with his prisoners, his leg was shattered by an enemy
shell. His bravery and gallant acts greatly inspired his comrades. Edwards died on
October 21, 1967, at Little Rock, Arkansas.
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July 19th, 1843 -- Sam Houston relieves Edwin Moore of

command of the Texas Navy

On this day in 1843, President Sam Houston relieved Commodore Edwin Moore of
command of the Texas Navy. Moore had clashed with Houston over the navy's
activities in support of Mexican rebels in the Yucatan. Houston proclaimed the navy
to be pirates and requested any friendly country to capture the navy's ships and
return them to Galveston. Before this could happen, Moore returned voluntarily to
Galveston, whereupon Houston dishonorably discharged him without so much as a
court-martial. Moore appealed to the Congress of the Republic of Texas and finally
got a fair trial in August 1844, in which he was found not guilty. In November 1843
the entire fleet was put up for auction, though the people of Galveston, incensed at
the thought of selling the navy, prevented the submission of bids. Nevertheless,
Moore's July cruise marked the end of the operative career of the Texas Navy.
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